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The events of 2020 bluntly highlighted
that today’s concerns—the climate crisis,
globalisation and capitalism, and racial,
cultural and economic inequity—are all
connected. When we’re not happy with the
circumstances of yesterday and today, what
can we do to change those of tomorrow?
Which book do we pick up next?
This year more than 100 of the world’s most
perspicacious writers and thinkers converged under
the banner of the festival’s theme, Attention. They
questioned who we give our attention to and why,
unpacked how crises and other major events force us
to reconsider how we connect with each other and
our environment and, importantly, they celebrated
their books and writing that hold our attention despite
the world in which we find ourselves.
Focusing our attention on justice and equity, our
opening night event featured Megan Davis, Teela
Reid and Thomas Mayor reflecting on the three
years since the 2017 Uluru Statement from the Heart
was presented at the First Nations National
Constitutional Convention. This historic moment
marked the first step towards what many gathered at
that convention considered permanent, positive
change in the way First Nations people and their
rights were represented at a national level.
Bookmarking our festival were two addresses:
Orange Prize–winner Kate Grenville considered
fact and fiction and the ways we can attend to
unheard truths to reach a more nuanced
understanding of our past and present; meanwhile,
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American writer and visual artist Jenny Odell
contemplated how we redirect our attention towards
the things that really matter, and how by doing this
we step closer to liberation.
In 2020, the matchless Elizabeth Strout, author of
the Pulitzer Prize–winning Olive Kitteridge and its
recently released sequel, Olive, Again, joined us for a
rare deep-dive conversation into the heart and mind
of her books’ cantankerous heroine. Other literary
giants included the celebrated and wickedly funny
Anne Enright who discussed her novel Actress, and
US author Brit Bennett who delved into her
bestselling second book, The Vanishing Half.
American writer Lawrence Wright couldn’t have
predicted what was about to unfold when he started
working last year on his latest novel, The End of
October—a pandemic thriller. He discussed the
prescience of his work and compared what he
suspected might happen if the world was faced with
a deadly pandemic with what is actually happening.
Irish author Caoilinn Hughes and Australian writer
James Bradley explored how crises have shaped
their recent work, while Canadian novelist Michael
Christie and author and screenwriter Charlotte
McConaghy considered extinction as a timely
theme in fiction.
Shifting from fiction to fact, climate and renewable
energy expert Ketan Joshi brought his expertise to
two panels. He was joined by writer and academic
Judith Brett to unpack the misinformation
campaigns waged against the science of climate
change, and by social researcher Rebecca Huntley
and Indigenous fire practitioner Victor Steffensen
to reflect on Australia’s response to the climate crisis.

In 2020, we celebrated some of the year’s most
anticipated Australian debuts, including Kokomo by
Victoria Hannan and A Lonely Girl is a Dangerous
Thing by Jessie Tu. Indian-born novelist Megha
Majumdar joined us to speak about her propulsive
first book, A Burning, which provides a vivid portrait of
contemporary India’s social and political complexities.
In the lead-up to the US presidential election, the
country buckled beneath the weight of the
coronavirus disaster and the ongoing Black Lives
Matter protests. Cultural critic Mikki Kendall spoke
about the intersectional feminism urgently required
in such times of turmoil, and geopolitical forecaster
George Friedman offered an ambitious and
sometimes provocative forecast of the future of the
United States.
Keeping with politics, two former Australian Prime
Ministers—Julia Gillard and Malcolm Turnbull—
spoke to their latest books. Gillard’s, co-written with
Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, shares the experiences and
wisdom of several extraordinary women leaders and
their careers on the world stage. Turnbull’s is a
memoir, detailing his astonishing life and career from
journalist, lawyer, and businessman to politician and
Australia’s eventual leader.
For much-needed escapism, Kevin Kwan followed
his immensely successful Crazy Rich Asians trilogy
with the first book in a new trilogy, Sex and Vanity;
and Casey McQuiston, author of Red, White & Royal
Blue, spoke about her big-hearted, whip-smart
romantic comedy which became a viral sensation in
2019. Jamila Rizvi, Em Rusciano and special guest
Miranda Tapsell entertained audiences at the end
of another week in lockdown, followed by late-night
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love advice courtesy of Jess McGuire and siblings
Benjamin Law and Michelle Law.
Michelle also featured in our festival gala, where six of
Australia’s most clear-eyed writers delivered creative
responses to the prompt: are you paying attention?
She was joined by 2020 Stella Prize–winner Jess Hill;
writer and editor Leah Jing McIntosh; award-winning
novelist Favel Parrett; award-winning poet and
scholar Alison Whittaker; and Queensland Literary
Award–winning poet Ellen van Neerven.
In 2020, the program featured brand-new original
writing from Helen Garner, Sisonke Msimang, Ali
Cobby Eckermann, and Christos Tsiolkas—each
of them reflecting on what has held their attention in
their lives, their careers, and their writing. This series
considered how the events of the last few months
have shaped, altered, or shaken up the locus of our
individual and collective attention.
Finally, paragon storyteller and award-winning
journalist Patrick Radden Keefe closed the festival
with an expansive discussion about his latest
projects, including the Orwell Prize–winning Say
Nothing and his podcast Wind of Change. Radden
Keefe reflected on a lifetime of following the
evidence, and the fascinating, compelling, and
sometimes outlandish stories that captured his
attention along the way.
I hope this program was the celebration and refuge
you needed. I hope it captured your attention.
Gene Smith
Associate Director
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2020 is a year Melburnians
will remember as one of
extraordinary personal
challenge and great civic
success. It was also the year
Melbourne Writers Festival
transformed into an entirely
online festival in the middle of
stage four restrictions to
support Melbourne, its writers
and its community.
We started the year planning a large-scale, live
festival, designed to activate the beautiful new
spaces of State Library Victoria and to bring
together local and international artists in lively
discussion and debate. Soon it became apparent
this plan would be impossible: the pandemic meant
that venues closed, travel was banned, and mass
gatherings were illegal.
It was no small feat to cancel the live festival and
reimagine a digital experience for our audiences and
artists. I am immensely proud of the perseverance
and agility our small team demonstrated this year to
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pull off a festival that supported the writing
community and provided solace and connection for
the people of Melbourne and beyond. MWF Digital
exceeded all my hopes. Over 37,000 people
watched our events during the festival, with even
more reading specially commissioned works by
Helen Garner, Ali Cobby Eckermann, Sisonke
Msimang and Christos Tsiolkas. Thank you to MWF
audiences for coming on this journey with us.
The MWF Schools’ Program was also adapted to the
new environment. We turned our focus to support
teachers, schools and home-schooling parents
navigating their way through. Our usual 70 live events
for young people were transformed into eight digital
events, supported by resources, which interrogated
important issues such as resilience, the value of
listening, conflict and kindness.
We also experimented with events outside of the
festival dates. In February, Neil Gaiman sold out The
Capitol to charm audiences and discuss his life’s
work with Richard Watts. Julia Donaldson performed
her raucous family show, The Gruffalo and Friends,
to audiences of all ages in Melbourne and Geelong.
In October, almost 1,000 people joined us to help
Robert Dessaix and Andrea Goldsmith launch his
new book, The Time of Our Lives.
Thank you to our partners. Creative Victoria, City of
Melbourne and the Department of Education and
Training continued to provide much-needed
support for our work in the face of the pandemic.
In 2020, we welcomed Women Victoria and the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
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Planning to our festival. The University of
Melbourne, Readings and Guardian Australia,
Copyright Agency, the Australia Council for the
Arts, Study Melbourne, VicHealth and Helen
Macpherson Smith Trust each supported important
elements of MWF Digital. We could not have done it
without their trust and investment.
Thank you also to our donors, particularly Allan
and Maria Myers, John Jerome Myers, and the
trustees of the Robin Campbell Family Foundation,
who continued their vital support of MWF through
the pandemic.
My personal thanks to Catherine Andrews who
opened this year’s Melbourne Writers Festival with a
moving personal statement at a time when the world
seemed impossible. We are hugely grateful.
There is a lot to look forward to in 2021. Melbourne
Writers Festival recently welcomed its new artistic
director, Michaela McGuire, who will share her unique
vision with the MWF community. In 2021, our 35th
year, we imagine a very different kind of festival. With
all we have learned this year, we will create a festival
with both live and digital events, which acknowledges
our vital partnership with both audience and writers.
We look forward to welcoming you on this journey
with us again.
Rebecca MacFarling
Chief Executive Officer
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We respectfully
acknowledge that
Melbourne Writers
Festival takes place
on the traditional
lands of the Kulin
Nation, in particular
the Wurundjeri and
Boon Wurrung people.
We pay our respects
to Elders past, present
and emerging.

OVERVIEW
COMPANY
Melbourne Writers Festival brings writers and readers together to be
inspired, challenged and thrilled by an intelligent, rousing and diverse
program of books and ideas. Since 1986, the organisation has entertained
hundreds of thousands of readers as Australia’s boldest literary festival.
Based in Melbourne, a UNESCO City of Literature, we provide the
inspiration and framework for vital, timely conversations.
Welcome to Melbourne Writers Festival.

MWF DIGITAL
In 2020, a curated program of 47 digital events and 12 written pieces and
podcasts were scheduled over ten days to inspire moments for connection and
global discussion. We played a crucial role in the literature ecology, continuing
our commitment to readers, writers and storytelling during the pandemic.
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In a year filled with uncertainty,
it was a wonderful reminder
of the power of stories to instil
hope and joy even during the
darkest of days.
— Santilla Chingaipe, writer

The opportunity to be
culturally, spiritually and
intellectually inspired every
day was incredible. It was
the most uplifting experience
I could have anticipated.
— Survey respondent

The results of this year’s audience survey revealed that 33% of respondents
attended Melbourne Writers Festival for the first time.
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2020 IN NUMBERS
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37,600+

190,600+

135

23,000+

Attendances

Experienced MWF Digital

Artists engaged

Podcast downloads

60

295,690

4,800+

77,000+

Events

Visitors online

Donations

Social media followers
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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FIRST NATIONS
ARTISTS

AUSTRALIAN
ARTISTS

FEMALE
ARTISTS

NEW AUSTRALIAN
WRITING

EMERGING
ARTISTS

Melbourne Writers Festival featured
some of the most groundbreaking,
thrilling First Nations writers, poets and
thinkers in Australia today, including:
Claire G Coleman, Megan Davis, Gregg
Dreise, Ali Cobby Eckermann, Lisa
Fuller, Raelee Lancaster, Thomas
Mayor, Teela Reid, Kirli Saunders, Victor
Steffensen, Miranda Tapsell, Ellen van
Neerven, Alison Whittaker, Tara June
Winch, and Alexis Wright.

This year’s program continued to
celebrate bold, diverse Australian writing.
We are grateful to every artist who
graced our screens during the pandemic,
including: Michael Mohammed Ahmad,
Rawah Arja, Robbie Arnott, Tegan
Bennett Daylight, Sophie Cunningham,
Chris Flynn, Ketan Joshi, Yumna Kassab,
Michelle Law, Laura Jean McKay,
Charlotte McConaghy, Omar Sakr,
and Elizabeth Tan.

In 2020, Australia’s former prime
minister Julia Gillard discussed her new
book Women and Leadership: Real
Lives, Real Lessons, gender bias,
politics and the long road to equality.
Award-winning Australian artists
included Jess Hill, Tara June Winch,
Charlotte Wood and Alexis Wright.
International artists included Brit
Bennett, Anne Enright, Mikki Kendall,
Jenny Odell, and Elizabeth Strout.

In a specially commissioned series for
Melbourne Writers Festival, acclaimed
Australian writers Helen Garner,
Sisonke Msimang, Christos Tsiolkas
and Ali Cobby Eckermann reflected on
what has held their attention in their
lives, their careers, and their writing.
Through the support of major partner
Guardian Australia, the writing of MWF
artists reached 150,000 readers.

Debut novelists in this year’s program
included Victoria Hannan, Jessie Tu,
Laura Jean McKay and Ronnie Scott
from Australia, Megha Majumdar and
Casey McQuiston from the US, and
Jing-Jing Lee from Singapore. We
showcased emerging artists from literary
journal Kill Your Darlings’ anthology, New
Australian Fiction 2020, and launched a
five-part interview series dedicated to
exciting emerging voices.
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AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT

47

37,650

Videos

Attendances

9

148,670

Written pieces

Views

3

2,565

Podcasts

Downloads

5

2,421

Events outside
MWF Digital

Attendances outside
MWF Digital

I love this festival.
It’s always an exciting
time of the year for me,
and the events are so
inspiring.
— Survey respondent
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TOP 10 EVENTS
BY ATTENDANCE
Julia Gillard: Women and Leadership
Guardian Australia’s Book Club: Kate Grenville
An Evening with Elizabeth Strout
MWF Gala: Are You Paying Attention?
Bubbly with Jam and Clare
Anne Enright in Conversation

It felt like the writers
were in my home,
chatting to me. A really
lovely experience.

Mikki Kendall: Hood Feminism
In Which Two Friends Discuss Reading
Patrick Radden Keefe: Following the Evidence
Brit Bennett: The Vanishing Half

— Survey respondent
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AUDIENCE

91%

AUDIENCES
AGE

LOCATION

15–34 74%

Female

16%

14%

35–54 12%

Indigenous and
CALD

31%

9%
LGBTQIA+

7%
Person with a
disability or carer

Melbourne

Regional Victoria

EXPERIENCE

96%
91%

55–74 14%
44%

91%

75+
9%

25%
Viewed festival
events with others

It opened my eyes and mind
to other people’s experiences.
— Survey respondent

Plan to attend MWF
next year

Would recommend
MWF to friends,
family or colleagues

Interstate and
overseas
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Thought provoking, inspiring
and everything I look for in a
literary festival experience.
— Survey respondent

Rate their overall
experience as
excellent–good

33%
First-time attendees
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135
Total artists

13%
Indigenous artists

18%
International artists

11%
Emerging artists

8
Countries
represented

ARTISTS & BOOKS
It was such a delight to have
the opportunity to take
part in Melbourne Writers
Festival. There’s a kind of
joyful defiance in the notion
of bringing people together,
even in quarantine, for
conversations about
storytelling—about why we
need it and what it means.
I felt lucky to take part.
— Patrick Radden Keefe,
author, winner of Orwell Prize
for Political Writing 2019
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I loved the chance to
participate in Melbourne
Writers Festival. It was
enormously energising
to have a thoughtful
conversation about the
place of socially engaged
fiction in this grim time,
and a powerful reminder
of how writers’ and artists’
work of paying attention
and resisting simplistic
narratives continues to be
vital work.

It was an incredible
privilege to be part of
this year’s MWF Digital
program. As a writer
based in Northern Ireland
it was an invaluable
opportunity to increase
my presence in Australia
and, because the program
was available online, find
new readers throughout
the world.
— Jan Carson, author, winner
of EU Prize for Literature 2019

— Megha Majumdar, author

I had a great time
participating in MWF
Digital. In this difficult year,
it feels more important
than ever to connect in
celebration of story, and
I was grateful that MWF
provided me a safe way to
reach readers around the
world.
— Brit Bennett, author

I really enjoyed
the discussions
with the authors.
They opened up
my world and
reaffirmed my
love of books.

MWF inspired
me to buy so
many great new
Australian books.
— Survey respondent

— Survey respondent
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SCHOOLS’ PROGRAM

WRITING WORKSHOPS

BOLD NEW WORLD

FAMILIES AND YA

This year the MWF Schools’ Program offered a free
series of videos and education resources for
Victorian teachers, students and parents learning
from home. In the online program designed to engage
and inspire young minds, eight authors spoke on a
broad range of topics including sustainability, own
voices storytelling and resilience. Highlights included:

Melbourne Writers Festival connects a wide range of
writers at all stages of their careers, creating a space
for artists to develop their creative practice. In 2020,
the festival collaborated with Writers Victoria to
deliver our popular online workshop series, where
participants learned from the immense experience of
leading authors from around the world.

Melbourne Writers Festival and Study Melbourne
presented a storytelling competition to celebrate the
diverse experiences and perspectives of
international students in Victoria.

Primary school students learned about the
importance of cherishing and sustaining Australia’s
Indigenous cultures with talented storyteller Gregg
Dreise, while award-winning YA author Helena Fox
explored topics of mental illness and the importance
of community in a thoughtful session with Years 9–10.

Workshop participants learned about the craft of
fiction with Jan Carson, writing through trauma in
memoir with Anna Spargo-Ryan and how to create
unforgettable scenes through details, dialogue and
sensory precision with Caoilinn Hughes. Following
each workshop, participants were given the
opportunity to submit their written work for feedback.

Each year the festival celebrates some of the best
children’s and YA literature in the world. In 2020,
families gathered to read, draw and create with the
bestselling Real Pigeons creators Andrew McDonald
and Ben Wood, and special guests Sally Rippin and
Gavin Aung Than. In this challenging year, the fun and
interactive two-part video series made children laugh,
gasp and wonder.

The MWF Schools’ Program is made possible by our
generous donors. Their support inspires young
people to become the passionate readers and
thinkers of the future.

As a debut author, being included in MWF
alongside so many writing luminaries was
a dream come true. I loved the Schools’
Program for its depth and compassion.
The digital festival did a beautiful job
reaching out to all readers and diverse
communities, and I was honoured to be
involved.
— Helena Fox, author, winner of Victorian Premier’s
Literary Award for Writing for Young Adults 2020

In collaboration with Writers Victoria

I’d like to commend the MWF team who
expertly hosted my short story writing
workshop and found me a bunch of the
most enthusiastic and talented students
I’ve had in almost a decade of facilitating
writing workshops. I couldn’t speak more
highly of my experience with MWF.
— Jan Carson, author, winner of EU Prize for
Literature 2019

In 2020, students were invited to write or create a
visual work in response to the theme, Bold New
World, imagining their ideal future personally,
professionally and globally. The winners were
announced at a livestreamed awards ceremony
where they read their winning pieces to an audience
of family and friends.
In partnership with Study Melbourne

Study Melbourne completed its fifth
successful year collaborating with
Melbourne Writers Festival to deliver
the international student storytelling
competition. As a valued partner,
Melbourne Writers Festival continues
to provide international students with
an interactive and engaging way to
experience Melbourne culture through the
art of storytelling.

Fans of YA novels were treated to a sneak peek of
two of the most thrilling releases of 2020 from
Australian authors Will Kostakis and Ellie Marney, and
a fascinating conversation with award-winning author
Lisa Fuller on writing and the importance of First
Nations Australian representation.

The opportunity to be part of MWF directly
supported my books, helped my writing
career continue to grow and—perhaps
most importantly—demonstrated for kids
the great value and importance of books,
by celebrating them on the big (virtual)
stage of Melbourne Writers Festival.
— Ben Wood, children’s author

— Genevieve Parle, PR and Marketing Officer,
Study Melbourne
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NEIL GAIMAN IN
CONVERSATION

THE GRUFFALO
AND FRIENDS

ROBERT DESSAIX IN
CONVERSATION

JAMILA RIZVI: I’M A
HERO TOO

Neil Gaiman, the award-winning author of American
Gods, Norse Mythology and The Sandman series,
appeared live at The Capitol for a sold-out evening
of conversation hosted by arts journalist Richard
Watts. The renowned storyteller delighted fans with
stories from his extraordinary career, and gave them
an exclusive look into his work in progress.

Bestselling UK children’s author Julia Donaldson and
friends performed an out-of-this-world show full of
songs and storytelling, including favourites The
Gruffalo, What the Ladybird Heard and The Smeds
and the Smoos. Melbourne Writers Festival also
presented the hit show for young audiences in
Geelong at the newly renovated Geelong Arts Centre.

In his first live interview discussing his new book,
acclaimed author Robert Dessaix sat down with
writer Andrea Goldsmith to discuss the themes of
his latest work, The Time of Our Lives. Readers from
around the world joined the livestreamed event to
meet the author at the height of his powers.

In 2020, Melbourne Writers Festival partnered with
Story Box Library to present a video of the much-loved
Jamila Rizvi reading her new picture book for families,
I’m a Hero Too. This insightful, topical and practical
story empowers young readers making sense of the
big changes to their world during COVID-19.

In partnership with Readings

In partnership with Story Box Library

Venue

Venue

Venue

Date
Total Attendances

The Capitol
25 Feb 2020
530

Geelong Arts Centre

Date

25 Feb 2020

Total Attendances
Venue

362

Date
Total Attendances

Livestreamed
7 Oct 2020

Venue

Pre-Recorded

Date

Released 2021

919

Melbourne Convention Exhibition Centre

Date
Total Attendances

26 Feb 2020
568
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ACCESS & STAFF

STORIES FOR ALL
At Melbourne Writers Festival, we are
committed to ensuring everyone can enjoy the
programs we offer. We work hard to remove
barriers and increase access to our live and
digital events.
In 2020, we invited audiences to pay what
they could to experience MWF Digital from
home, with the opportunity to access the
online festival for free. The program offered a
wide range of recorded, streamed and written
content. This year, all recorded content was
close-captioned or transcribed.
Melbourne Writers Festival proudly continued
its partnership with Vision Australia Radio to
produce audio descriptions for MWF Digital
events. Vision Australia Radio has provided
audio description services for people who are
blind or have low vision for 30 years.
In 2020, Melbourne Writers Festival commenced
the Fair Play program, an equity and inclusion
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BOARD

capacity building program delivered by Diversity
Arts Australia. The two-year program seeks
to address barriers to participation faced
by underrepresented groups in Victoria’s
creative industries, with a focus on developing
organisational skills and capacity in working
with First Nations people, people with disability,
and people from marginalised cultural
and linguistic backgrounds.

I loved that MWF was so inclusive, from
the payment options to the broad range
of guests, interviewers and options for
participation.
— Survey respondent

I loved how accessible it was to me.
I felt inspired, engaged, stimulated
and entertained.
— Survey respondent

John Jerome Myers
Chair
Astrid Edwards
Deputy Chair
Fahim Ahad
Treasurer
Joanna Brand
Company Secretary
Ahmad Abas
Phillip Benedetti
Dr Alice Hill
Jason Mifsud
Jamila Rizvi
Louise Ryan
STAFF
Rebecca MacFarling
Chief Executive Officer
Michaela McGuire
Artistic Director
Gene Smith
Associate Director
Sonia Nair
Program Manager
Alexia Jordan
Marketing & Partnerships
Manager
Chloe Gordon
Philanthropy Manager

Jessica Harvie
Business & Operations
Coordinator
Gemma Pass
Marketing Coordinator
Winnie Tsang
Development Coordinator
Nadia Bailey
Copywriter & Content Producer
Jacob Boehme
First Nations Advisor
Ingrid Laguna
Education Advisor
Rachel Hanley
Box Office Assistant
Joey Chen
Bookkeeper
CPR Communications
& Public Relations
Publicity
Sweet Creative
Graphic Design
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PHILANTHROPY

Melbourne Writers Festival thanks its donor community for their inspiring support.
We could not have made it through the year without your vital contribution. Tax-deductible
gifts from our generous donors help make the work of MWF sustainable.
2021 marks the 35th anniversary of Melbourne Writers Festival. For over three decades,
we have invited audiences to step out of their everyday lives and consider ideas that
challenge, inspire and unite us. We thank our donors for continuing to celebrate readers,
writers and storytelling in all forms.

THEIR INVESTMENT IN MWF HAS SUPPORTED:
EXCELLENCE

EDUCATION

EQUITY

Bringing exciting local and international writers
to Melbourne for a festival that explores the
world personally, socially and politically. This
includes important conversations with First
Nations writers about our country’s history
and culture.

Fostering the next generation of storytellers
through our Schools’ Program, Australia’s
biggest literary event for primary and
secondary students. In 2020, our free online
program supported teachers, librarians and
families learning from home.

Keeping festival events affordable and
accessible for new audiences and connecting
communities through innovative programming
and collaborations. This year, we invited
audiences to pay what they could to access
the MWF Digital program from home.

If you would like to discuss donations, Gifts in Wills or other ways you can support us, please email
development@mwf.com.au or visit mwf.com.au/support
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LITERARY EPIC $20,000+

Paul Andrews, Trustee of the
Robin Campbell Foundation
Barlow Foundation
Besen Family Foundation
Maureen Wheeler AO &
Tony Wheeler AO

Ann & Michael Cohn
Dominic & Natalie Dirupo
Astrid Edwards
Jo Grigg
Rebecca MacFarling &
Paul Warnes
Bernard Marin AM
McLeod Family Foundation
Jamila Rizvi
Mark Rubbo OAM
Ricci Swart
Bernadette Trifiletti
Michael Webster
Janet Whiting AM

NOVELLA $5,000+

HAIKU $500+

BB & A Miller Fund (a sub-fund
of the Australian Communities
Foundation)
Finkel Foundation
Rosemary Geer
Dr Leonie Kelleher OAM
Leg Up Foundation
Dr George Morstyn &
Rosa Morstyn

Mary and John Barlow
Joanna Brand
Caitlin Burns
Andrew Deane
Karen Fehring
Barbara Long
Jan McDonald
Cecilia J Myers
Ruth Pearce
Robert Sessions AM
Linda White

John Jerome Myers
Maria Myers AC AO &
Allan J Myers AC QC
Hart Line Fund (a sub-fund
of the Australian Communities
Foundation)
NOVEL $10,000+

SHORT STORY $1,000+
Fahim Ahad
Phillip Benedetti
Sally Browne Fund (a sub-fund
of the Australian Communities
Foundation)

Current as at 31 Dec 2020
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PARTNERSHIPS

FINDING THE HEART
OF OUR NATION

ARE YOU PAYING ATTENTION?

Australian Communities Foundation

In the MWF Gala funded by the Victorian Government through Women
Victoria, six of Australia’s most insightful writers—Jess Hill, Michelle Law,
Leah Jing McIntosh, Favel Parrett, Ellen van Neerven and Alison
Whittaker—delivered addresses that interrogated and challenged what
holds our attention, what fails to, and why. Hosted by Jamila Rizvi, the
special event centred on the voices and experiences of Australian female
and non-binary storytellers.

In 2020, Melbourne Writers Festival proudly partnered with Australian
Communities Foundation to present Torres Strait Islander writer Thomas
Mayor, academic Megan Davis, and lawyer and recipient of the 2020
Daisy Utemorrah Award, Teela Reid (pictured), in conversation. They
discussed what Black Lives Matter should mean in Australia and the vital
importance of the Uluru Statement in the fight for Indigenous rights.

Melbourne Writers Festival is a key player in the arts
and culture landscape of Melbourne and Australia.
I am always excited to see how the festival theme
plays out in a program of my favourite authors and
people whose voices I wasn’t aware of and should be.
— Maree Sidey, CEO, Australian Communities Foundation

Women Victoria

The philosophical scope of Melbourne Writers
Festival pushed me out of my comfort zone, and
drew out a viscerally honest response to their
theme, ‘Are You Paying Attention?’ I’ve spoken at
several writers festivals, but none that have inspired
me like MWF did.
— Jess Hill, author, winner of Stella Prize 2020

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

TEACHING DIVERSE
AUSTRALIAN LITERATURE
University of Melbourne
In 2020, Melbourne Writers Festival continued its longstanding partnership
with the University of Melbourne in two events supported by the Faculty of
Arts and Science Gallery Melbourne. Navigating Our Future explored the
vital importance of teaching diverse Australian literature in schools with
Miles Franklin Award–winning author Alexis Wright (pictured) and
University of Melbourne professors Larissa McLean Davies and Ken
Gelder. Science vs Romance saw poets and scientists come together for
an evening of creative, genre-defying collaboration.

Melbourne Writers Festival is uniquely positioned to bring
together readers and writers in Melbourne for important
conversations about ideas and writing. MWF provides
the University and its community with opportunities for
connection, learning and civic engagement.
— Tamsin Courtney, Manager, Strategic Partnerships & Engagement,
Faculty of Arts, University of Melbourne
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PARTNERSHIPS

HISTORY, FACT AND FICTION
WITH KATE GRENVILLE

BUILDING THE CONVERSATION
ON CLIMATE ACTION

Guardian Australia

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning

Guardian Australia’s monthly book club invites audiences to a chat about
their favourite new—and classic—Australian reads. In this special
Melbourne Writers Festival edition, acclaimed author Kate Grenville
joined host Michael Williams for a broad-ranging discussion of her writing
and new book, A Room Made of Leaves, and historical fiction in the age
of fake news. The event gave booklovers the opportunity to interact with
the author, ask questions, and come together in socially distanced times.

How do we identify misinformation in the battle against climate change,
and what can we do to counter it? What is missing from Australia’s
climate response, and how can First Nations’ knowledge and practices
help us? This year, Melbourne Writers Festival partnered with the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning to answer these
urgent questions. Across two events, writers and experts Judith Brett,
Ketan Joshi (pictured), Rebecca Huntley, Victor Steffensen and Adam
Morton lead the conversation.

Melbourne Writers Festival 2020 showed just how
ingenious, forward thinking and robust the festival and
its organisers continue to be. This year has shown
again just how vital it is to our resilience to come
together—even digitally—to share stories and ideas.
— Kate Grenville, author, winner of Orange Prize 2001

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

Melbourne Writers Festival provided all of us in the
Victorian community with the opportunity to pause and
‘pay attention’ to the issues that matter. Through a series
of important curated discussions, we were able to build
the conversation on climate action to build community
resilience and work together towards net zero emissions.
— John Bradley, Secretary, Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
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We are grateful for all of the partnerships that made the 2020 Melbourne Writers Festival possible.
Major Partners
Official Bookseller

Cultural Partners

Official Suppliers

Festival Supporters
APRA AMCOS, Australian Communities Foundation,
Australian Poetry, City of Greater Dandenong,
Kill Your Darlings, PEN Melbourne,
Queen Victoria Women’s Centre,
The Wheeler Centre, Writers Victoria

Schools’ Program Partners

Schools’ Program Supporter

Victorian Association for the
Teaching of English
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For more details, please get in touch at mwf.com.au

