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Festival overview

MELBOURNE WRITERS FESTIVAL 
The 2022 Melbourne Writers Festival (MWF) will run from Friday 2 September to 
Sunday 11 September. In its 36-year history, MWF has developed a significant and 
loyal audience, attracting around 50,000 audience members in a normal year. 
Based in Melbourne, a UNESCO City of Literature, we provide the inspiration and 
framework for vital, timely conversations. This year, MWF is planning a live,  
COVID-safe festival, with more than 160 events featuring Australian and 
international authors, as well as a supplementary digital program.

A COVID-SAFE FESTIVAL
To plan MWF in an evolving environment, our team is examining measures to 
host the festival in a modified format and in compliance with advice provided by 
the State and Commonwealth Government at the time of the festival. Our 
partners are also expected to follow this advice to best ensure the health and 
safety of MWF audiences, artists, volunteers and staff.
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Bring MWF to your community

Each year, we offer a selection of libraries the opportunity to bring a slice of MWF 
into their local community. 

Working closely with our programming team, you’ll have access to our diverse 
catalogue of festival guests. Together, we can develop an event that’s most 
appealing to your community.

In 2021, we produced some wonderful events with our library partners including:

Your library will receive:

• inclusion in MWF22—plus associated event listings on the MWF website and in 
the program guide;

• collaboration with MWF’s programming team to tailor events to match your 
community’s areas of interest;

• access to MWF’s guest list of artists;
• MWF marketing pack to help promote your library’s event;
• MWF ticket discounts for your library’s bookclub or community group.

• beloved multiple prize-winning author Alice Pung discussing her novel One 
Hundred Days for Boroondara Library Service;

• prolific author of some 40 books, Gideon Haigh, shining a light on HV 'Doc'
Evatt, an often overlooked, complex figure in Australia's history, for Kingston
Libraries;

• writer, novelist and human rights advocate Arnold Zable sharing his unique
understanding of history, memory, displacement and community for Monash
Public Library Service.

Investment for a single event: $1500 +GST
Additional event/s: $500 +GST per event

Note: The fees above include appearance fees for up to two artists per event, usually 
a writer and a moderator. Further costs will apply if additional artists are required; 
final cost to be confirmed in consultation with MWF. 



4

Library experiences

‘What a pleasure it is—as always—to work with all the staff from Melbourne Writers 
Festival! It’s always such smooth sailing and a very enjoyable experience. And I’m 
always extremely delighted that you want us to take part!’ 
– Port Phillip Library Service

‘Both speakers were excellent and professional. Our [audience] feedback was 
excellent and they wanted more. One of our librarians was a massive fan-girl of 
Melina’s and she was totally beside herself!’ 
– Whitehorse Manningham Libraries

‘An extremely touching and intimate conversation between the authors that rippled 
into Q&A time with the audience sharing their own intimate experiences about family 
and loved ones.’ 
– Bayside Library Service

‘Both speakers were excellent, engaging, thoughtful, and insightful. The audience 
responded extremely well—there were a lot of engaging questions. It was highly 
successful and very enjoyable.’ 
– Brimbank Libraries

‘Great, refreshing, motivating. Thoroughly enjoyable discussion and insight into 
Lindsay’s background and writing. Very interesting and worthwhile.’ 
– Hobsons Bay Libraries

‘Steve was just terrific and Nicole did a great job steering the conversation in some 
interesting directions. Very positive responses—we were very pleased.’ 
– Geelong Regional Library Corporation

‘It was a great session. A couple of attendees commented that it was great to see 
MWF reaching beyond the CBD—particularly for those with physical limitations or 
transport difficulties. We would love to participate again with MWF.’ 
– Maribyrnong Library Service
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Apply now

To participate in Local Libraries in 2022, please submit the expression of interest 
(EOI) form via this link: 

https://bit.ly/2022LocalLibrariesit.ly/2022LocalLibraries

KEY DATES:

EOI opens:  9 February 
EOI closes:  11 March 
Payment due: 27 May 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:

To plan MWF in an evolving environment, our team is examining measures to host the 
festival in a COVID-modified format in compliance with advice provided by the State 
and Commonwealth Government at the time of the festival.

admin@mwf.com.au 
03 9094 7859 

mwf.com.au 

       MelbWritersFest 
       MelbourneWritersFestival 
       melbwritersfest

https://bit.ly/2022LocalLibraries



