
  

 

The following General Conditions apply in relation to an Artist’s appearance at 
Melbourne Writers Festival (“MWF”). Subject to any special conditions otherwise 
agreed to in writing, these General Conditions outline an Artist’s obligations to MWF 
and MWF’s obligations to artists. 
 
1. The Artist’s obligations 

 
 The Artist agrees: 

a) to undertake the activities on the dates and times and at the venue as 
mutually agreed, and with due professional skill and acumen; 

b) to be available for at least four (4) dedicated pre-publicity interviews (ie two 
hours of interviews) to promote the event/s, and to supply within a reasonable 
timeframe any assets requested by MWF for the promotion of your event/s 
such as headshot images and artist biographies; 

c) to be responsible for your own health insurance and travel insurance and any 
costs associated with such insurance or any costs (such as medical expenses) 
arising from the lack of such insurance; 

d) to pay for any expense or cost in relation to accommodation or travel other 
than any confirmed as MWF’s responsibility per mutual agreement by writing; 

e) to comply with any government order regarding COVID-19, including but not 
limited to ensuring you are vaccinated if applicable; 

f) that you are not subject to or bound by any contract, agreement or 
undertaking which precludes you from fulfilling your obligations to MWF; and 

g) that if your engagement details contain an exclusive area and exclusive period, 
you will not carry out any performance or appearance or represent any 
sponsor in the nominated exclusive area during the nominated exclusive 
period, without the prior written consent of MWF. 

  
2. MWF’s obligations  

 
MWF agrees: 

a) to pay the honorariums and any nominated expenses in the manner and 
circumstances mutually agreed to in writing; 

b) to provide any travel, accommodation and ground transport as set out in the 
engagement details; 

c) to secure the venue and agreed technical support considered necessary by 
MWF for your activity; and 

d) to provide all advertising and marketing for the purpose of promoting the 
event. 
 
 
 
 
  



  

 

3. Intellectual property 
 

a) Unless otherwise specified in the special conditions, you warrant you hold the 
intellectual property in the works to be presented at the event or you have 
obtained permission from such owners to present the works and hereby grant 
to MWF a licence sufficient for MWF to enjoy the benefit of the works. 

b) If there are any claims around intellectual property over the works, you 
release MWF from and indemnify MWF against any responsibility in relation to 
those claims. 

  
4. Publicity 

 
a) You grant MWF the following rights: 

i. to reproduce your contracted activity by sound recording, film, 
digitally, or any other means and format available at the date of your 
engagement or which becomes available in the future; and 

ii. to publish and communicate that reproduction by broadcasting or 
narrowcasting, online or in any other manner available at the date of 
your engagement or which becomes available in the future. 

b) Any photography, filming or recording of MWF events can only be done with 
written consent from MWF. 

c) You grant MWF the right to use and to authorise the use of your name, 
likeness, voice and biographical material in connection with any use of any 
reproduction. 
  

5. Cancellation of event 
 

a) If you are unable to undertake or complete any part of your engaged activity, 
you must notify MWF immediately in writing, and MWF may in its sole 
discretion (but is not obligated to) reschedule that activity or cancel that 
activity. 

b) If any event is cancelled the parties will negotiate in good faith with respect of 
the payment of a fee in respect of that event, taking into account the reasons 
for cancellation and such other matters as the parties consider applicable. 

c) If any event is rendered impossible by reason of force majeure or any law, 
order, decree, rule or regulation of any governmental or other authority or for 
any other reason whether of a similar or dissimilar nature beyond the control 
of the parties then neither party shall have any claim for damages against the 
other, and no fee will be payable in respect of such event/s. 

  
 
 
 
 



  

 

6. Termination 
 

a) Upon written notice to the other party, a party may terminate these terms, in 
whole or in relation to the relevant party, if another party materially breaches 
the terms without remedy within seven (7) days, goes insolvent or conducts 
itself in a manner which, in a party’s opinion (acting reasonably) has or is likely 
to have a material adverse effect on the terminating party’s reputation or 
business.  

b) MWF will be liable for any authorised expenses incurred by you up to and 
including the date of termination that are directly related and attributable to 
your participation in the event. 

   
8. COVID-19 
 

a) Where MWF believes that your appearance event/s will, or may be, impacted 
by COVID-19, MWF may direct you to: 

i. modify the way in which the event is presented; or 
ii. not proceed with the event. 

b) If you do not comply with MWF’s direction, MWF may suspend each and every 
one of its obligations under this Agreement. 

  
9. Other 
 

a) The relationship between you and MWF shall not at any time be that of 
employer and employee nor shall any partnership be presumed arising from 
your engagement. 

b) These terms are subject to the laws and jurisdiction of the courts of Victoria. 
c) Artist agents signing on behalf of artists warrant they have the express 

authority to bind the artist and enter into this agreement on behalf of the 
artist. 


